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Children’ s Group

Midnight
by Jan Dean

Sleep is another country
We visit in our head.

I watch my brother sleeping now-
His eyelids heavy-smooth as lead ...
A million miles away from me
Across our bedroom, in his bed.
It feels as if there's only me,

I'm the last boy left alive,
After the end of everything -
The last one to survive ...

The screech owl cries, the wild wolf howls
The whole wide world's an ache.
For I am the last and lonely one

The only one left awake.
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The Bear and the Two Travelers

by Aesop

Two men were traveling together, when a bear suddenly
met them on their path.

One of them climbed up quickly into a tree, and concealed
himself in the branches. The other, seeing that he must be
attacked, fell flat on the ground, and when the Bear came
up and felt him with his snout, and smelt him all over, he
held his breath, and feigned the appearance of death as
much as he could.

The Bear soon left him, for it is said he will not touch a
dead body. When he was quite gone, the other traveler
descended from the tree, and, accosting his friend,
jocularly inquired "what it was the Bear had whispered in
his ear?"

His friend replied: “He gave me this advice: Never travel
with a friend who deserts you at the approach of danger.”

Misfortune tests the sincerity of friends.
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